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as that of war is disputed now. There were
" pacifists " on the one side, " diehards " on the
other, with a great body of moderate opinion in
between ; but, in the days of the early Tudors,
religious persecution was taken for granted in the
sense that a police force, mental asylums, or
surgical operations are taken for granted to-day.
Hence, the fact that Wolsey was accused in his
final impeachment of laxity in the duty of
hunting out and burning heretics does not, as
many have rather foolishly affirmed, reflect a
merciful nature, but merely betrays the fact, for
which there is abundant evidence, that he was less
interested in the glory of God than in the glory of
Thomas Wolsey.

His policy, therefore, consisted largely in
subduing the authority of other offices than his
own. He procured, as we have seen, the prac-
tical abolition of Parliament, and then, as Papal
Legate, turned his mind to the reform of abuses
in the Church. First he exacted some minor
reforms, such as abolishing Westminster as a
place of sanctuary, which had proved so incon-
venient in the rather pathetic case of Hunne ;
and, after reducing the number of bishoprics, he
turned to the question of the monasteries. This
had been in the air for some while, and it is
certain that, just as the Vatican had resembled the
spectacle of a magnificent brothel in the days of
Alexander Borgia, so now some of the monasteries
were, at their best, centres of social intercourse,
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